
HUMC Celebrates Youth Mission Service 

Huntingtown United Methodist Church recently received a certificate from the 
Appalachian Service Project 10 years of service to their mission and ministry. It would be 
difficult to celebrate this occasion without thanking all those who have made this possible. In 
particular we would like to recognize two men who have lead the church in this mission that 
spans 17 years.  Dan Yoder and Mike Cox took some time to reflect upon these past 17 years of 
Youth Mission.  

In 1997 Ralph Kyle came up with the idea to take the youth on a mission trip.  The first 
trip was to Camp Hope in Garrett County.   According to Dan Yoder, “We had one youth 
volunteer and we begged two others to go because we had to have three”.  This program 
required 2 adults to every 3 youth.  Due to these restrictions Ralph Kyle & Pastor Roberts 
were the first youth leaders to attend the mission with Dan Yoder as their organizer and 
support person back home. 

   In 1998 Dan Yoder took over this leadership role with Marcia Miklovic assuming the 
administrative responsibilities.  Each year the group grew.  Three became eight and then 
twelve until the fourth year, over 18 people signed up to participate. This created a dilemma 
as they had now surpassed the limit for Camp Hope. The leaders began to look elsewhere for 
an organization that could accommodate the larger numbers of participants. 

 The search was on.  So in 2001 with Dan at the helm and his newly recruited adult 
leader, Mike Cox, a large group of youth and adults set out to the Red Bird Mission in 
Kentucky.  Although this was a very rewarding trip for all, they still wanted to find an 
organization where our youth could meet other youth from around the country.  So the 
following year they partnered with Group Work Camps in West Virginia. The youth seemed to 
enjoy this trip and come home with a good overall experience.  However, circumstances 
prompted the leaders to search yet again for a new organization with whom they could 
partner. 

 After much research Dan made a contact with the Appalachian Service Project (ASP) 
and became convinced that this was where God was leading this group.  Hence, a fruitful 
relationship with ASP and HUMC Youth Missions began.  In 2003 Mike assumed the leadership 
role for the Youth Missions Team from Dan and holds this position today.  Dan continues to 
support Mike and the youth by his participation each year.  Deborah Cox handles the 
administrative aspects. Every year many youth and adults have been eager to serve with this 
mission. 

 “Relationships, it’s all about building relationships”, Mike says.  Whether it is between 
the youth and adult leaders, the youth and the families whose homes they are working on or 
getting to know new friends in your own church families, everyone finds new relationships.  
Consequently, all grow closer to God.  Mike fondly recalls a special relationship he formed 
with a young boy living with his grandparents’, for whom they were building a ramp. The boy 
was about five years old. He and Mike developed a special bond during the course of just one 
week.  As Mike was leaving the little boy ran out and surprised him from behind with a big 
bear hug!  Mike still treasures that moment. 



 As Dan recounts one of his first experiences with a young 18 year old boy, he is almost 
moved to tears.  He goes on to explain how at the beginning of the week he wondered why 
this seemingly capable, strong, young man did nothing around the house to help out.  It 
wasn’t long before he discovered that the young man had the will but not the skills.  Before 
long Dan had him using saws and other tools to complete all sorts of projects.  The young man 
told Dan that they would never have to return to his house for repairs because he would take 
care of everything.  Empowerment is a beautiful gift!  

Mike and Dan agree that they both receive more blessings than they give.  “It’s about 
sharing the light of Christ by teaching and doing,” says Dan.  

For any youth who might be on the fence about participating, Mike will tell you that it 
will be a life experience you can apply forever.  Not only will you learn construction skills but 
you will have an opportunity to develop life skills. These mission trips are about sacrificing 
and sharing your time and talents to bring hope to others who are in need. Those who go will 
receive a bigger return on their investment than any financial institution can offer… the 
opportunity to change someone’s world. 

Mike and Dan remind us all about the ASP motto: “We accept people right where they 
are and for what they are.” These are certainly words we should all live by. 

Our focus for future ASP trips is to return to our  roots as a youth- centered mission project 
vice a combined youth-adult mission project.  Any youth interested in participating in the 
2015 trip (June 20-27), please contact Mike or Debbie Cox. 410-535-5786 or email 
mike.debc@comcast.net. 
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